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Santa Catalina Island is but one California’s eight 
coastal channel islands. The largest of  them, Santa 
Cruz, was home to a thriving vineyard and winery, 
which was established in the early 1800s. Though the 
operation was shut down and the vines torn out after 
Prohibition, the Nature Conservancy allowed us to 
gather cuttings, and now Santa Cruz Island Zinfandel 
vines flourish at El Rancho Escondido on Catalina. 
This is history in a bottle!
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